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IN THIS ISSUE�
WELCOME to our Autumn

newsletter for families, governors

and stakeholders to find out all

about what has been happening

over the past term here at

Hawthorns School!

We would like to take this

opportunity to wish all of our

pupils, staff and families all the

very best for Christmas.
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INTERACT WITH US!
We have now launched our brand new Parent App ‘Parent Connect’, aiming to keep

you up to date with what is happening at school on a day to day basis. If you haven’t

already signed up to the app, please contact us for support.

We have also launched our own facebook page... just search for Hawthorns School or

click the link via our Parent App for regular updates from our staff and young people.
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Dear Families and Friends

Thank you for all of your support during a very eventful

autumn term at Hawthorns. We have had roof leaks,

builders on site, server problems, bugs and illnesses of all

kinds affecting pupils and staff, and now the return of

the latest COVID regulations...not to mention the

continued pressures on space as our pupil numbers

continue to rise. 

However, despite all of the above, it has been a really

positive term. Our new children have settled in really

well, and it has been great to have children back in their

classes and for learning routines to be established once

again. The children and staff at Hawthorns continue to

amaze me with their enthusiasm, energy and resilience to

make our school such a great place to be. 

Gradually reintroducing opportunities for parents to visit

and be a part of the school again has been a welcome

step in the recovery of our school community from the

pandemic. We enjoy having our families and friends in

school, and it has been a pleasure to see everyone at

reviews, parent consultations and at the Christmas

shows. The support we receive from you all is what fuels

us as we strive to ensure your children are happy, safe

and making progress. It has been a boost to our 

well-being to see you all in school to share what we do.

Plans for the new school are now beginning to take

shape. The floor plan, the outdoor spaces, the

orientation and situation on the site, are all at the final

stages of completion. The technical plans for heating,

lighting, flooring, ventilation and the like are nearly done.

Next month, the decision on who will have the

responsibility to build the new Hawthorns (Tameside or

our Trust) will hopefully be made. 

There is lots ahead for us to do, and there are lots of

positive developments for our children and staff to look

forward to. It has been an exhausting but rewarding term,

and we are looking forward to a break with our own families

before we go again in January. We hope you are able to

have a restful and enjoyable break too. From everyone at

Hawthorns, have a safe and happy Christmas together, and

we look forward to seeing everyone again in 2022.

Mr C



MESSAGE FROM FIONA ARMSTRONG, CO-CHAIR OF GOVERNORS

This term we welcomed a new site at Discovery, lots of new pupils and the

welcome news from the government that term would be less disrupted. The

staff and pupils at the Discovery site have settled well, and I was lucky enough

to visit in October and was impressed with the space, positive vibes and

integration into the community there. Children across both sites have been

able to access activities and participate in more without bubbles and so many

restrictions allowing them all to experience much more of the extended

curriculum Hawthorns has to offer. Although we still face uncertainty and

caution, it is wonderful to be able to welcome parents in to the magic that is

the Hawthorns Nativity this year. We hope that things will settle down and we

can continue to showcase the school in the New Year.

On behalf of the Governors I would

like to wish you all a very Merry

Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

Fiona Armstrong, 

co-chair

Fiona Armstrong

Co-Chair of Governors



Another busy half term comes to a close, the children

have been fantastic. We have travelled to different

parts of the world and explored different religions and

cultural beliefs for our topic ‘World Celebrations!’

We started the term with a focus on Diwali and bonfire

night, before recording our beautiful video of our ‘We

will remember them’ poem for Remembrance day. We

learnt about Islam and the celebration of Ramadan and

Eid before travelling to Mexico and learning about ‘Dia

de los Muertos’ (Day of the Dead.) We then moved onto

celebrating ‘Hannukah’ and then explored the colours

and rhythm of Brazil for the ‘Rio Carnival!’

We have worked with lots of focus on our ‘Zones of

Regulation’ as a tool to help us identify our emotions,

other people’s emotions and what might trigger them.

This has all taken place alongside all our Literacy,

Numeracy and Topic work. I’m amazed we are able to

fit it all in!!! 

This all culminated in our celebration of Christmas and

our Christmas Show, the children have been incredible

in their focus and creativity whilst we have learnt about

our Topic and we are looking forward to 

moving onto our next topic ‘Animal Magic’ after the

Christmas break.  

Aspen



Wow! What a fantastic first term we have had! 

All the new children in Oak Class have settled in so well and

have made us so proud with how well they have progressed

and got stuck in already!

We have been working hard this term on getting to know

each other and ourselves, the routines of school, emotions,

building our confidence and independence, learning about

Space and now enjoying all things Christmassy!

We have also enjoyed Story Massage, Sing and Sign and

Cookery, and we have loved visiting Cheetham Park and the

Together Centre in Dukinfield. 

Amazing development and progress has been made already

across all the areas of our curriculum by all the children—

Social Communication, Interaction, Literacy and Number, Life

Skills and  Physical Development.

Don’t forget to keep updated with all our fun and activities

by checking out our Twitter page: @hawthorns _oak ! 

We hope you all have a

brilliant Christmas and

get some well deserved

rest and we look

forward to seeing

everyone back in

January for a new year

of fun! 

Miss Green, 

Mrs Hayworth, Mrs Lee

and Mrs Adderley x

OAK



beech
This half term we have continued our topic ‘We’re going

on a bear hunt’. This time we have focused on real bears

including grizzly bears, pandas and polar bears. We have

learnt facts including where they live, what they eat and

we have even done a bear presentation to our friends. In

number, we have started our work on shapes and will

continue this in the new year. In well-being we have

focused on exploring likes and dislikes and expressing our

opinions.

We wish you all a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  



Sycamore class have been working

really hard the past couple of weeks

on the Christmas show. We have

some exciting parts this year including

introducting each act and the Nativity

scene. We have designed and created

our very own advent calendar, which

we love opening every day and

sharing the jokes together. 

We have made our own stockings and

snowflakes to help decorate the

classroom. We have designed wooden

hearts that will be used to decorate

trees in our wildlife garden for Tree

appreciate week. We will also be

designing and making our own Christmas

tree decoration and Christmas card to

take home.  We have many exciting

events coming up including the

Christmas Show, Christmas dinner,

Christmas Party and hopefully a visit

from the main man himself. 

SYCAMORE



ROWAN
Rowan class have had a fantastically busy term! We have really enjoyed Sensory

Music, P.E. and everything messy. This term we started a new session called

Curiosity, which all the children have loved and engaged extremely well in.

Rowan Class are excited to star in their Christmas Show and we can’t wait for

the parents to see what our Mischievous Elves have been up to. All the children

have had a spectacular term and we are delighted with their progress, well done

Rowan Class! Have a sparkling Christmas and we look forward to seeing you all

again in the New Year. 



CHERRY
We have had a brilliant first term in Cherry

class and all of the adults are really proud

of how the children have settled.

Last half term our topic focus was stories,

we enjoyed reading ‘We’re going on a bear

hunt’ and ‘The very lazy ladybird’. We

created the different scenes from the bear

hunt story in our speaking and listening

sessions, put on our wellies and went for a sensory walk through the

different materials and created some fantastic bear pictures. We thought

about the different animals in the lazy ladybird story and created our

own play dough ladybirds. For Halloween, we made some colourful

potions in speaking and listening and pumpkin cakes in cookery. We

celebrated Diwali in our attention session and made firework pictures for

Bonfire night.

This half term we have been working on Zones of regulation, thinking

about how we feel in each zone. We made sensory bottles in speaking

and listening and had lots of colourful activities in our attention sessions.

We are now enjoying our winter and Christmas activities with our friends.

We also started trampolining this half-term and have enjoyed going every

Thursday with our friends in Blossom class. On Wednesdays we have lots

of fun exploring the loose parts play on the field with Mrs Cottrell and

every Friday we have cooking with Mrs Whittaker, following recipes to

create delicious food.

We hope everyone has a lovely Christmas holiday and we look forward

to seeing everyone again in the New Year!
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